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Am heartily ſorry to ſee Men, profefſing ſo much Ingenuity, 


fall ſo much below their Prerenſtons. Your Deſign, at firſt, 


carried the Face of Inftruttion, and gave us hopes of a ge- 
neral Improvement of uſeful Learning ; and for that rea- 
ſon your Papers were as welcome to Us, as any other 
People ; eſpecially thoſe that referred to Natural Philoſophy, 
Mathematicks, and Hiſtory : Infomuch, that ſome of us collected 
them as they came out, and others buught them as they were 
compleated into Volumes; being much concerned if at any time 
trivial or light Queftions were conſidered, as an unworthy diver- 
ſivn from the end by you in the beginning propoſed, But = 
have not only been led, upun ſuch occations, to exceed too often 
the bounds of modeſty, buc you have taken occation alſo to vio- 
late thoſe of Chriſtianity, in falling upon peoples Opinions in 
Religion, inſtead of giving your own impartially;z and upon their 
Perſons likewiſe, and at aſt the Society it ſelf, 15 if your buſineſs 
were to expole them inſtead of informing them, and to increaſe 
Animotities rather than to take up their cine with more peace- 
able and profitable Subjetts. What if you were | ad to ſpeak of a- 
ny Principle held by the People called Quakers ? Could not that 
have been done as indifferent perſons, which you by your very 
Deſign would beſpeak your telves to all Perſwafſions, and nor as 
Parties Diſputants and angry Antagoniſts? Might not the Jnten- 
tion of the People have paſt for good and iccere, though any part 
of their Dottrine had,in your opinion b2en uwilound; but you muſt 
uſe hard Words and Nam-s for both Things and Perſons ? A ſo- 
ber and unconcerned 4nlwer, upon any Queſtion that might be 
ſent you relating to their B<lict, would have taken better with 
every body that deſerved your pains, and have brought us looner 
to refle& upon our miſtakes, if luch they were : Bur, inearn-(t, 
it looks as if you were aimoſt aground, and waited Matter, that 
ſo ſpecious a De11ga as his firſt ſheweod it ſelf, ſhould dwindle away 
into Froward Controve:he and Petiyval Invettives about Reli- 
gion 5 or that you are not fuffcient for vour Work, that can be 
ſo ealily moved out of your province. 

I beſeech you leave this pr-poſterons Digreſſion and purſue your 
own Buiinels with more care and <xafn-1s ; and before you go, 
ſufter your ſelves firſt to be a little better informed of what you 
haveſo irregularly and undeſervedly cenſor'd, 

You take occaſion at theſe words, Truih is always perſzcuted, to 
ſay, that will indifferently ſerve Turk, Jew, Heathen, or Heretick, 
& well as the Quakers, This is harſh and unchriftian, Are none 
worſe than we ? and we as great Hereticks asany ? You judge 
before you convitt us: *Tis too grols partiality, and falſe in eve- 
ry degree. But whatever the perſecuted be , the Perſecutor to 
be ſure is always in the wrong 5 which is your caſe againſt the 
Oukeys. But you ——_—_— and will prove us Perſecutors, That 
, were to the purpoſe indeed. Let ug hear it. You excommunicate 
' \ ſuch\as will not ſubje@ to your Injun#ions 5 And good reaſon roo, if 
they are Injuntions of civil order. He that joyns himſelf ro any 
Society, is obliged to the Rules of that Society ; and every SOCIE- 
ty has, and muſt have that power upon the Members that conſti- 
tute it, or confuſion follows and the Society diſſolves. For in- 
Rance , Injun&ions about Civil Controverſies, Care of poor Or- 
phans, due and orderly Proceedings relating 10 Marriages, &C. are to 
be complied with, without the reproach of Perſecution : And yet 
farcher too 3 look upon what Principles of Communion any per- 
ſon enters into any Society, if he leavethem, or any of them, it 
is no Perſecution to diſown him'in that thing wherein he alters 5 
ſo that it touches not Pecſon or Effate : for that is Perſecution in 
a proper ſenſe; which is not our caſe, But we Impriſon ſuch as di- 
ſtub our Meetings, How this will be proved, is hard to tell; and 
yet if it be perſecution, it will light hardeſt elſewhere, even upon 
thoſe perhaps that you account us Hereticks for ſeparating from, 
But, thanks be to God, we can and do deny the Charge. ; See,lay 

you, Francis Bug's one Blow more : But if this be Athenian, it is 
not Berean, to condemn an whole People upon another man's au- 
thority, that you are not aſſured was well grounded, Beſides, it 
is a Book we have anſwer'd, which you take no notice of, and 
that is unfair, if. you knew of it ; and if you did not, you ought 
to have asked, before you had eſpouſed another man's Allegations. 
This is not anſwerable to that Candor you 'profeſs ; and we muſt 
tell you, that Francis Bug is an Apoſtate Quaker, an angry, unrea- 
ſonable and clamorous Man ; often and again detefted and proved 
inconfiftent with himſelf; and you will find, in the ifſue, of no re- 
putation to your charge againft us. But did-you-ever read our 
Orders of Diſcipline, or have you ever been an eye or car-wit- 
neſs of our Injun&ions vpon Conſcience? if you have, you 
ſhould have mentioned them , and ſhewa us our fault ; but 
your evidence here , is what a diſcontented man ſays, who 
ſpeaks ex parte, and is Judge in his own cauſe, againſt a Body of 
People he was once among, and zealous for ; who, upon a private 
Cantroverlie, becauſe he had not Nis own will, takes pet at thoſe 
that could not be brought to humour him 5 and from thence, run 
out from the very Profeiſion of a Cuaker > which ſhews the Founs 
dation wrong, that quits a Principle for being diſpleaſed in a Man 
or Men. What will become of Society if ſuch Humours are un- 
controulable, or they muſt give Rule or Law to the whole ? 

Your next Proof of our being Perſecutors, is from a paſſage of 
George Fox and George Roff, in their Lettersto 0. Cr. by which we 

perceive your new Acquaintance, and with what Tools you work, 
which we are ſorry for, both for your ſakes and theirs; Eur thoſe 
Paſſages are p/ainly wrefted by you 5 for they advile 0. Cr. to go 
on in the Work he was called to; and what was that pray ? Is 
there one word of impoſing Religion upon the People 0 thoſe 
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the Truth of God had not a free entrancey 
ſitions in Popifh, and Confiſtories in Pitz 
ſuppreſt all that conformed not to their reF 


a true Liberty of Conſcience, that Truth mira 
Violence, and Perſecution for Conſcience-ſake 0 
feſſors. This is the upſhot of thoſe Paſſages, their very lcope 
and tendency, as will appear to any impartial Reader, that will 
Pleaſe to weigh them with what goes betore and follows. But if 
you call this Perſecution, to be ſure it muſt be ſo to fight for 
Religion : And if it was unlawful for 0. Cr. to fight for Liberty 
of Conſcience, who was of a fighting Principle, what think you 
of puniſhing People becauſe of their Conſcience that would not 
fight with you ? You are very tender of a ſuddain, if it may but 
bruſh at us, while you do not contider the blow you give Your 
ſelves and your own friends, that have bur too ſignally appear« 
- in that ſpirit and praftice. The Lord inform and forgive 
nem, | 
You juftifie calling us ſily Enthuſiaſts, for bclicving it is not 
lawful to Swear, aud ſay you are of the ſame mind, becauſe we, without 
reaſon, by the dilates of our own fancy, which w2 call God's Spirit, cp- 
pole the Saints prattice of old, of which it was propheſied it ſhould be 
uſ-d under the Goſpel; was ſo by the Apoſtles and Primnive Chriftians, 
nay,by God himſelf therefore the Quakers are {ly Enthuſiaſts. Tits you. 
Now we think this will not prove us Erbuſiafts, nor ſilly, for 
we argue trom a Text, and not our own Dreams or Fancies. Had 
we on:y pret{nded the Authority of a privare #evelation for 
this af{=rtion, and that not true, then it had been Enbujiaſm, 2nd 
we En:thw/afts, in the worit fente t It is þly mmaces ro call ain Opi- 
nion, £ + 11:ded upon an expreſs Text of Scripture, eitiier Enthu- 
fiaſm or ''y . wl.c. there is not a plainer Text for 0ae 430u than 
this of 4c >aviour's againſt ſwearing, Manb. 5. 34. Sear not at 
all. Put if we had overftrained it, where's the tillinets of it ? 
is it Enthuſiaſm, or filly, to ſhut out all vain ſwearing, by ſhut- 
ting out all ſwearing ? The adyantage of that exceeds the i!ad- 
vantage of Lying in evidence, when that Lying is made as pun. 1- 
able as Forſwearing. What ſillineſs or Enthutialm is in this, pray 
you ? Scorlard and Hulland think no fuch thing, that have indul- 
ged that tenderneſs. 
And if the Text be but ſcrioully confidered, the Inference we 
make is beyond exception, Firſt, The tendency of that Sermon 
, upon the Mount is to ſhew,' that the Righteouſneſs of the Goſpel 
excels that of the Law; as in the caſe of A4ulrtery, Divorce, Re« 
venge, &c. But the Law forbad falſe and vain ſxearing, therefore 
this muſt refer to that which was not forbid under the Law, This 
is acknowledged by many learned Men, and in particular one of 
'our own Nation, +,Biſbop\Sanderſon, in his Latin LeQtures, of the 
Oh ation of an Cathr;*rat wo for another rezſ{on, that thall 


*anM de mentioned, think he yet narrows the extent of that E- 


vartelical Precept, for he refers to Vows only, and not Swear» 
ing in any caſe, but we to Swearing at all, And our reaſons are, 
Fir, If it had been Yows only, there had been no necd of ſub- 
ſtituting any way of ſpeaking i" the room of ir. And, Secondly, 
If the Tex: cannot therefore reter to Pows in. particular, Swearing 
at all muſt be intended; or nothing is forbid, that was not for- 
bi under the Law. Third!y, Chr'fi's probibiting Swearing and 
ſubſtituting ſomething in the room of ir, and rhat fomething 
purely referring to the way and manner of Chriſtians declaring 
the Fruth, it is, to us, evident that he comp:&chended all Caſcs 
wherein the truth of a thing is in doubt, and conequently the end 
of Swearing : So ſays Chriſt, ler your 6 Ay, your Speech, or 
your Word, be Yea, 7:4; or Nay, Nay. It is rendred Communic. 
ton by our Tranſlations , that it might refer only to common 
diſcourſe,that word being ſometimes lo under ſtood ; and yet Come 
munication comprehends all atts of Juſtice, as well as other parts 
of Life ; For it it comprehends Diſcourſe in dealing, it alſo com- 
prehends the Evidence of that dcaling , and the Laws of juſt 
dealing ; and conſequently the word Communication cannot lef- 
ſen the real force of our ſenſe of the Text ; but the words of the 
Text do plainly expreſs a degree, if not a form of declaring truth, 
be it Zea or Nay. And ſince Truth-ſpeaking takes in and relates 
to Controverſies amongſt Men, as well as other parts of Humane 
Canverſe, this Text is a Meaſure of Truth-ſpeaking on all thoſe 
accaſions alſo, Fouribly, Now how far Chriſtian-men may go in 
deglaring, the Truth,or where they are to be bounded, the Text 
is plain, viz. a double, but bare 4verment, or Denial: Let your Word 
or $peech be Yea, ea 3 Nay, Nay: That is, let yours Anſwers,when- 
ever you are asked the truth of a matter, go no farther than a 
ſemple Affirmation or Negation, which you may double if you pleele, 
Fifibly, The reaſon Chrift gives for bounding his Followers 
within Tea, ea; and Nay, Nay; excludes all Oaths, yea, all that 
is more than Yea, Yea ; and Nay, Nay; to wit, that 8h:y come of 
evil, becauſe they proceed from diftruſt, infidelity and impatien- 
cy: A ſimple Aﬀertion declares truth ; more, is a ſtraining of the 
mind, and hut to ſtoop to unreaſonable Incredulity, which hath 
an evil riſe, Now what is more than Yea, Yea; ans Nay, Nay? 
why Imprecations are more an outward ſtgn, denoting an Oath is 
more than Zea, Tea; and Nay, Nay ; and conſequently comerh of 
- evil, becauſe below a Chriſtians truth and ſincerity to gratife, 
Stxthly, And truly the Text is io far from excluding }udicial Caſes, 
that it ſerves chiefly torclate to evidence upon difterences. 1, Be 
cauſe it is in the rogm of the ſwearing the Law allowed, which 
Was wue ſwearing: And, 2. Becauſe of doubling the Aﬀertion 
Tea, Tea, for a fingle Yea is enough for a Chriftian in ordinary 
caſes. Well, but you oppole to this, the Prophebie 19 /ſz7. v.18. 


Countries, or forcing them to abjure or renounce their own? no, _ to which, if you pleaſe, we will add two more, ch. 45. v.23. and 


not a tittle of it. Where then is the Perſecution ? but ina{- 
much as they were Countries that did perſecute, by which means 


Fer. 4. 2. and make your beft of them : For belides that ic begs 
the Queftion, that the Prophets treated of Goſpe!-tiiner, and not 
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If fortie happy kime before the period of their diſpenſation, God 
might ſpeak to them in the language of their time tobe inter- 

eted ina more ſpiritual ſenſe ; and this the place quoted by you 
Gow « For ver, 21, mention is made of Oblation and Sacrifice, that 
ſhall be offered inthat day, which in a Jewiſh ſenſe is not true of 


' Goſpel-times, but in a Goſpel-ſenſe, to wit, Prayers and Praifings | 


with heart and voice, is true. So'it is in the caſe of Swearing, they 
ſha!l ſwear in that day, as they ſacrifice in that day ; that is, a 
Chriſtians Oath ſhall be his Solemn Word; and the difference is 
not greater between them, than between the Sacrifices and Obla- 
tions of Beaſts and Birds under the Law, ayd the Spiritual Sacrifi- 
ces and Oblations of the Hearts, Wills and Afﬀetions of People un- 
der the Goſpel : And thus you ſee, that Prophefie ftands you in 
little ftead. 

But you objed the praftice of the Apoſtle, Rom. 1.9, Cod is my 
Witneſs, 2 Cor. 11. 31. God knoweth I ye not, Gal. 1. 20. Before 
God I Iyenot., And you add, If theſe are not formal Oaths, you would 
fain know what are; In which, if you will not be offended, we will 
ſay as well as think, you have nut been Ingenuous, to be ſo hard 
upon us, before ye had firſt ftated and agreed with us what an 
Oath is; for if that be diſputable, as it may be for what you 
have done to ſettle it, you argue at random. Premiſes muſt ever 
be agreed by Diſputants, or nothing can follow clearly and fatiſ- 
factorily, We may ſay the ſame thing you ſay, without allowing 
it the ſame force and extent ; nay Swear perhaps in your Opinion 
tho* not in our own ; the ſame Words being an Oath and not an 
' Oath, as they may be uſed and applyed in different manners, 
For if you ſhould think that an Oath, which we think none, and 
you argue for Swearing by proofs, that for that Reaſon are none 
to us, howdoyou prove Swearing lawful, or convince us that 
not Swearing at all is Sily and Enthuſiaſtical, when you have not 
yet adjuſted what is Swearing at all? This had been well worth 
_  Mercwy, for it had been informing, and ſhewn good 

ea INS» 

But you put it off thus, after citing the Apoſtle's words, God 
rs my Witneſs, &c. If theſe are not formal Oaths, we'd fain know what 
ere. In which you fhift your Poft, and turn Querift, inſtead of 
anſwering Queſtions. 

But having ſuch ſuppoſed able Men to deal with, we are not 
willing to be put off ſo ; and therefore return it upon you, to 
fate what an Oathis, which you ſo zealouſly recommend ; deny- 
ing, on our part, any of thoſe Texts to be an Oath, 

_ Asdid Bafil the Great, upon Pſalm 15, And Gregory Nayianzen, 
In his Dialogue againſt Swearing: And Biſhop Sanderſon in his De- 
fence of Joſeph, in his Oxford Leftures ; which will much better 
defend the Apoſtle from your Imputation. 
| For what you ſay of Teriullian, you wrong him extreamly, and 
your Reader alſo, by not telling him where to find it :; For in his 
Apology, Chap. 32. whence, we ſuppoſe, your ObjeRion is taken, 
he does equivocally and improperly owtiSwearing, :7har they Smw 
tho" not by the Genius of Czar, yet for the* health anll Jafety of 
juft as they did Sacrifice. Hoc /; efe volumus, & pro mag 
Juramento habemns, © Our wiſhing well to Ceſar we have of ac- 
© count for an Oath, or inſtead of an Oath. And as the Pythago- 
rians ſay, Thete is in all reaſonable Creatures an Oath or Tye, viz. 4 
Mind, not to tranſgreſs the Lawof God: And as Clemens Alexandrinus 
ſpeaks, That a good Man Swears by bis Deeds, So Tertullian urged 
upon them, That the Chriftians ſacrificed for the bealth of C2lar, 
as well as they, but it was in the Chriſtian way, by pure Prayers. 
So that as he was for Sacrifice, he was for Swearing. Thus to 
Scapula. C. 1, 2. | Ip 

And in his Book of [dolatry, Chap. 11. © 1 ſpeak not of Perjury, 
© ſays he, becauſe it is not lawful to Swear. * And Chap. 31. He 
© that ſigns a Bill of Security, containing an Oath, is guilty of 
* Swearing, and tranſgreſſes Chriſt's Command, who hath com- 
* manded not to Swear, And ſpeaking of the Temptations Chri- 
ftians were expoſed to, if they ſhould lanch into the Traffick of 
the World, he adds, Not to ſpeak of Forſwearing, ſeeing it is not Jaw- 
fal, ſo much as to Swear, pets 

We are the longer upon this, becauſe he is one of your Autho- 
rities, Yourother is Athanafizs, That be purged bimſelf by an Onh, 
pleading the ApoſtHle's example, Which, by the way, looks like an 
Excuſe for doing it, and as if in other caſes he did not allow it. 
But pray take the pains to read his Annotations upon Cbriſt's 
Paſfon, and you will find, firſt, That he denies all Swearing ; and 
upon our Grounds, * The Evangelical Sentence, ſays he, of the 
© Lord is, Let your Yea be Yea, and your Nay, Nay: 'Thus far 
we, who are in Chrift, may confirm our Words with aſſeverſti- 
ons, but come no nearer to an Oath. plas 2" | 

To this he objefts himſelf, the, common Opinion, That God 
Swore, He anſwers it, * That God did not ah and formally 
© Swear, nor could not; for the nature of an Oath is to Swear 
* by that which is greater and better than ones ſelf, Zeb. 6, 16. 
* But if any thing, ſays he, this muft be'ſaid, His word is an 
* Oath to Man for Verity, becauſe of his Faithfulneſs and Truth. 
And he will not have the Apoſtle to have Sworn, nor the moſt ce- 
lebrated Fathers of and before his time, So that we return it 
on you, that if at any time they uſed thoſe Expreſſions of 
Apoſtle, it was in Church Matters, and becauſe they did not think 
itan Oath. And if you will pleaſe to turn to Fuſt. Martyr's ſe- 
cond Apology. p. 63. you will find he is of the ſame Mind ; We 
Nhould ſpeak, bus not ſware the Truth, and vouches Chriſt's Autho- 
rity, Mat. 5, for it. Clemens Alexandrinue, lib. 7. and Tertullian's 
Contemporary,i Cyprian, Hillary, Grig. Nyſen, Caſarins, *— 
phanius, Ambroſe, and Chryſolome above all the reft, ſtyled the Golden 
Dottor or Father, out of whoſe Diſcourſe, upon this SubjeQ, we 
obſerve theſe 5 Things. | : 

1. That Oaths are not lawful under the Goſpel, 


% 


$ 


2. Th# Reaſon of it, that their Tutn Treal Peri 's the evil; 
EISY ir Fungelial Verly is the Clridien, 


3. That ihe riſe of an Oath is Infidelity and Diſtruſt, 
Evil, aid that is below a Chriſtian flags ; for he that dare not Swear 
which once was permined, dare not Lye, which never was perminted ; 
and therefore bis Tea, is Yea, and bis Nay, Nay. 

4+ That Swearing was 2 Condeſcention to a weak and low ſtate of the 
World, to divert People from Swearing by falfe Gods, which was the 
evil cuſtom of thoſe times ; as if God ſhould ſay, 1 will ſuffer you to 
Swear, if you will Swear by me that am the true God, and not 
by their falſe Gods: And that from hence came his Command to 
Swear by him, not for the ſake of Swearing, but toavoid Idolatry. 
5. That this Principle is the only means of rooting out all evil Swear. 
ing ous of the Worl4, Take the Cure for this moſt Pernicious and 
Epidemical Diftemper, in the words of Baſil the great. 


* The Remedy confiſteth in a twofold Admomtion, Firſt, not to Swear at all: 
* Secondly, to fuppreſs the Form of Oaths, I wi'! cloſe with what the In titu- 
ons lay, that go unver tne name of Clemens Romanus, * Our Maſter hath com- 
* manded that we {houſd not Swear, no not by the true God; but that ovr 
Word thould be niore credible than an Oath. This Clemens was very ancien:, 
you know, fince the Apoftle Pau! mentions him, and that to him ſome of the 
Ancients aſcribe the Epiltlc to the Hebrews. + . 
We hope, after you have conlidered the Authorities that ſupport this Do- 
Arin, you will be 1) charitable at leaſt to allow that we are neither Srlly nor 
Entkuſceaſts for alerting it. This comprehending your Anſwers and Excepti- 
onsto tbe Queries upon this SubjeR (tor againlt a Commaid {o p ainly pro» 
v<d, they mult tall of courſe) we are under no Obligation to confider them, 
and yet they i: all nor pa's ovr notice, tho it were but to Itt you ice how little 
chey deſerve it, 
The firlt Query is, * It ChrifPs comiog didnot ſuperſede Oaths, ſince it was 
to end Sin, the occalivn of Oaths? The ſecond, *1t Man 1mproving the 
* means given him to an{wer that «nd, may not obtain it ? 1 put them together 
becauſe you pive the fame Anſwer ro both, which is Negative 3 and for the 
{ame Realun, viz. * Bccaule Ctirilt did not come to end Sin; And your Reaton 
tor that 15, * That 1f Chriſt in:ended to have eaded Sin by his com:ng, 1t had 
* bzenence., which is not !o, and theretor- it was nog the end of þ15 coming. 
This oppoſes as plain a Text as 15 in the Bible,s Fob. 3.5. 6.4nd 1e know be was 
manifeſt to take away our Sins. Whoſocver ebideth in him finneth not ; 14/ko- 
ſoever ts born of God doth nut commit Sin, The Angel thus declared the end 
uf his covimg, Mat. 1. 21, Chrilt commands PertcCtion, Chap. 5. 48. Be ye 
perfed us your keavenly Father is perfet. The Heav:nly Leaven was given 
to Leayen th: wholz Lump, Chap. 13. 33- The Apoſtle delired, That the 
Chr.{tians ol his time might be ſandtified throughout 1n Body, Soul and Spurit ; 
which leay2s out no part of Man,nor a» part of that part unfandtified, 17heſ 5, 
23. and exhorted them to preſs forward to the Mark which was a Pert:Q Many 
eve: tothe mealure of thre fulnets of Chrilt. Pi. 3. 14, 15. Epi.4.13. In 
which Paſlages the ead of Chri(t's comingy and the work and bleſſing of the 
Goſpel, was toendSin, both as to the Guilt and Nature of it: and to ſaxRify 
and regenerate the Soul. Read Phil.1.10. 1 Cor. 6. 11+ Tit. 3. 5, Heb. 2, 11, 
2, Your Reaſon is both weak and dangerous : For if al) comes to paſs that 
Chriſt intends, then he intended not the converfion of Zeruſalem, notwith- 
{tanding he lamented it ſo, becauſe it came not to paſs. Again, if Chriſt in- 
tended to tak: away the Gu'lt and Power of Sin. it ſhoulJ accordingly be taken 
away : but in whole Nations ot Believers, how very few can ſay it, or can 
you lay it of? Nor know you but that there are :ovme that walk blameleſty 
row as well as then. Your Ignorance 1% no Argument to the contrary : A Prin- 
ciple may be true for all Mens Praftices, and Gods end for good to Man, p49 
Man may t-ulrare it to himlelF, / " pay 
. 3-The Scriptures you urge ars2gainft you,Zam.,3, 2. Here we will joyn ifſae 
with you,ibis Chapter being a {trong proof of our Poinc 3 yea this very Ferſe : 
For it ſuppoſes a perfe# Man, which you deny 5 and by the fimilies of a 
Bridle and an Helm, it [tews how a Man may come to b2 10. But, lay you, 
in the name of the Apoſtle, In many things we offend all : Yet conhid r, 
pray, that the Apoſtle included himſelf no more there than verſe 9. where 
ſpeaking of the Toogue, he a'ſo ſauh, Therewith bleſs we God, and therewith 
curſe we Men, You cannot therefore think, 1 hope, that the Apoſtle was a 
Curſ.r ; but it was a way of ſpeaking tofetch in the Guilty, and the better to 
reach them, by perlonating them or involving himſclt among them, 
Hear agaia the ſame Apoſtle in this very Chaprer, ver!. 11. 12. Doth a 
F. untain ſend forth at the ſame place ſweet Water and bitter? Can the Fig- 
Tree, my trerbren, bear Oltves ? Yes lay the Athenians, no lay the Quakers, 
Pray who keeps cloſeſt to the Text ? Hear him further, verl. 17. andch. x, 
27, he tells you the nature andend of their Religion. In few words, Humanie 
ty and Purity, Bowels and Holineſs, they are the pure Religion and wundefi- 
led in God's light, in his account ; not Creeds but Prafic:, not Profeficn, 
tho of truc Words, but Experience and good Living. And, without oftence, 
al you been of this Religion, you would have been leſs exceptiousat us and 
ours. Your next Scripture is as unhappily choſen as the formcr, 1 oh. 1. 8, 
1f that we ſay we bave no Sin we deceive our ſeives and the Truth is not tn 
us. Now it you picale but to read the verſe foregoing ard toilowing, per» 
Laps you will ſex it 15 not to your purpoſe. 
- If we walk in the light as (God) is inthe Light, we have Fellowſhip one 
with another , and the Blood of Feſus Chriſt bis Son cleanſ.th us from all Sin, 
Now follows your Text; if we ſay we have no Sin (that is, n0 Sin to be 
cleanſed from, oo necd of Chriit tortake away ovr Sins/ we deceive our ſelyes 
and the Truth is not in us. Obſerve now what foilows, we delire you * If we 
confeſs our Sins, be is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins) and to cleanſe 
us from all inrighteauſueſs; which comprehends both the Guilt and Nature 
of Sin. And that we kave not miſinterpreted your Text, the aext and laſt 
verſe proyes our Senſe genuine ; If we ſay that we bave not finned we make 
him a Lyer, and his word js not in us: That is, if we ſay we have not fin» 
ned, and ſo have no need of a propitiation for Sins paſt, or to tecleanſed 
from the Sin that is preſeat, we make God a Lyer, that ſays we are Sinrzers, 
and therefore ſent us his Son to redeem us from Sin. But now we will ſu 
pole your Anſwers good to the two Queries; pray what does that leſſen the 
validity of not Swearing at all? Tho? Men art not in all things perfeft, ma 
they not tell Truth and be believed without the force and ſtrain af an Oath 3 
Muſt a'i Men be Lyers that are not finleſs ? Look about you Atherzans: It this 
be not the caſe, Sweay not at all, is both good DoQtrin and practicable, for 
all that you have ſaid to the contrary. 

Your Anſwer to the third Query, If there be « þſainer Precept than this of 
Swear not at all, is a Feſt at us, but it turns inearneſt upon your ſelves, 
Show us, ſay you, a more poſitive Command than that, He that hath two Coats 
let bim impart to bim that has none, which if we followed in Winter time, you 
ſay, we d look worſ than we do, But we tell you it is to be followed 
both Winter and Summer by ail that will follow Chrilt ; and however ill they 
look for it here to Scoffers, Chrilt will look very well upon them for it another 
day. But you think you pinch us by ucgi"g the Text upon us litterally, whicly 
alas is your Miſtake ; for ſo that we 49 not Swear, we anſwer that Precept 
tho! by other words than Tea and N4y 3 20d if we give of ouz abundance t 
them that want, we anſwer this, tho not exatly in a literal ſenis: A 


Looks of the Luakers makes you look no bets 
now you ſee your Zeſt upon the Loo for your firſt Paper ; what remaits 


ter than you ſhould do. And thus much for | 
dodge dat Heads inſiſted upon in your following Mercuries, where I (tall find 
then, andin my next conlider them particularly as they he, 
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